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G lobalization. This word has 
only recently been added to 
our vocabulary and is not yet 

a clearly formed concept in people’s 
minds. What is it? “Globalization is 
the process of transformation of local or 
regional phenomena into global ones. It 
can be described as a process of blending 
or homogenization by which the people of 
the world are unified into a single society 
and function together,” is the definition 
Wikipedia provides.

“Globalization is a process of interac-
tion and integration among the people, 
companies, and governments of different 
nations, a process driven by international 
trade and investment and aided by in-
formation technology. This process has 
effects on the environment, on culture, 
on political systems, on economic devel-
opment and prosperity, and on human 

physical well-being in societies around the 
world,” is the definition provided at Glo-
balition101.org.

Kabbalah says, “Globalization is the 
revelation of a new level of connections 
between us.”

 Not What              
You’d ExpEct

You would think that shared informa-
tion, shared joys and troubles, and 
shared responsibility would be benefi-
cial to us all, but the present financial 
crisis clearly shows that globalization has 
only brought us more problems.

Why is this happening? Kabbalah 
explains that it’s because we are using 
the integrated global system backwards: 
instead of learning to work together, we 
are seeking to dominate and oppress 
one another. 
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Editor's Note

Globalization

If we had to find one word to 
describe the first decade of the 
21st century, it would be “glo-
balization.” We have a global 
economy, global communica-
tions and global crises. In this 
issue, we explore several facets 
of our globalized world. If you, 
like so many others, are still 
unsure what it is all about, 
Globalization 101 is for you. 
It explains what globalization 
is, and how it differs from our 
prior worldview.

In The Changing Nature 
of Humanity and The Divine 
Conspiracy, we look at the 
role of the individual within 
this globalized world. Society 
is made up of people, and by 
their actions, people deter-
mine the health of the society. 
What are the implications for 
us and the way we live our 
lives?

Globalization may be a 
relatively new term, but the 
idea of breaking down the 
barriers that separate us is 
nothing new. A Wall of Hope 
shows one instance where the 
entertainment industry was 
prompting us to recognize 
our interconnectedness more 
than two decades ago.

Even the way scientific re-
search is conducted reflects 
our world’s globalization. In 
Search of New Frontiers takes a 
look at the Large Hadron Col-
lider project in Switzerland – 
an international collaboration 
of physicists who have joined 
together to answer the funda-
mental questions about our 
universe and existence.

Finally, if you’re ready for a 
lighter look at life, check out 
Mouse Trap, an allegory with 
a message for our new, global-
ized world.
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we live in a globalized world, but few of us know what 
the word “globalized” actually means, or even more 
important, how it affects our lives. welcome to the 
most urgently needed classroom in the world today
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“I f you intend to slide on the 
thin ice of modern life, don’t 
be surprised when a crack ap-

pears under your feet,” warned Roger 
Waters, the leader of the legendary Pink 
Floyd band, in the beginning of their 
1979 masterpiece, “The Wall.”

Waters’ edgy voice was the voice of a 
whole generation that felt a crack open 
beneath it, and the first generation that 
did not want to be educated. It rebelled, 
shouted, kicked, and stopped playing 
by the rules, to the sounds of David 
Gilmour’s electric guitar.

But beyond the harsh indictment 
against Britain’s strict educational sys-
tem, “The Wall” was also an allegory 
about the general condition of human-
ity. It reflected people’s deep feelings of 
confusion, fear, and anxiety in the face 
of new conflicts and challenges. “Break 
down the Wall!” repeats the choir again 
and again, and the excited audience re-
sponds with a joyous uproar.

But a sober look 30 years later raises 
the question: Did the wall break after all?

aNothEr BrIck            
IN thE Wall

On the outside, it seems that some of 
the bricks that made up the Floydian 
Wall have indeed been broken. The 
iron curtain that separated the East and 
the West has faded, and the remnants 
of the Berlin Wall are now a tourist site, 
while the Great Wall of China is already 
making its way into the souvenir shop 
of history.

The world is shrinking into a dense, 
tightly knit network. With modern tech-
nology we can bridge distance and time, 
which used to separate countries and 
people. A single click of a mouse now 
bridges any two points on Earth with 
one another.

Yet, despite the progress and the cel-
lular and satellite communications con-
necting us all, something is still missing. 
There is a growing sense of disorienta-
tion, moral degeneration, alienation, 
violence and terror - the same ailments 
Waters wrote about almost 30 years ago. 
These feelings have only strengthened 
through the years. Somehow, thinking 
we were removing old walls, we’ve actu-
ally been piling up new ones.

comfortaBlY NumB
However, all this is only the external 
layer of the wall that the legendary band 
had described in song. Waters knew 
that the wall between us is not external. 
He was ahead of his time in pointing 
out that it’s the inner wall, “the wall in 
our hearts,” that’s the real source of our 
suffering and confusion.

How was this wall created, and how 
can it be broken? This is something 
Floyd didn’t  know and didn’t try to 
explain. Their music burst as a bitter 
cry from the darkness of modern lone-
liness, but it couldn’t find the magic 
hammer that would break the way to 
the light.

Pink Floyd’s 30th anniversary is fast 
approaching. Children who grew up 

with “The Wall” are now parents to 
a new generation, wiser and more de-
veloped than their parents. They don’t 
have a sense of purpose and they refuse 
to continue walking the same worn-out 
path.

The rebellion of today’s youth is no 
longer directed against a specific system 
or institution. The new generation’s 
lack of interest, alienation, apathy, hy-
per-activity, loss of values, violence, and 
most of all – the inability to determine 
the cause of their frustration – situate 
them before the real wall: the  wall 
within that’s just as impenetrable as it 
is confusing.

And what about us? How are we deal-
ing with this problem? We are simply 
going by rote, hoping that our attempts 
to change this or that framework, or to 
drug our children into calmness, will 
suppress the problem.

It is difficult for us to understand 
that the new questions our children ask 
offer us an opportunity to find a real so-
lution, questions such as: “Why do we 
need all this?” and “What is the mean-
ing of life?”

thE ShoW muSt Go oN
The wisdom of Kabbalah explains what 
Pink Floyd didn’t: It shows us how we 
can break through our inner wall and 
why this breakthrough is possible right 
now.

“At the outset of my words, I find a 
great need to break the iron wall that 
has been separating us from the wis-
dom of Kabbalah and to this day.” This 
is how the great 20th century Kabbalist, 
Baal HaSulam, begins his introduction 

to one of the most important composi-
tions of our time, The Study of the Ten 
Sefirot. The wall he is talking about is 
the wall that surrounds our hearts, sep-
arating us from the world around us.

The new generation sees that the 
former generations have failed to make 
a breakthrough. It is disillusioned with 
the old approach and understands, albe-
it unconsciously, that until now we have 
tried to break the wall with the very in-
strument that created it: the ego. This is 
why our attempts were doomed to fail.

To break the wall, we need another 
method, written by people like Baal 
HaSulam, who have succeeded in shat-
tering this internal wall, and who tell 
us about it from their personal experi-
ence. Kabbalists, those who broke the 
ego’s walls, write about the reality they 
discovered as a result, where we are 
bonded by love. There are no walls or 
iron curtains there, and no personal 
interests, but only feelings of security, 
peace, and love that fill all people. This 
reality can be revealed to all of us, here 
and now.

With “The Wall,” Pink Floyd created 
the ultimate sound track to modern life. 
Now it’s time to change the record. The 
new generation expects a new melody 
full of hope, carrying the promise of a 
better life. What we need now is a mel-
ody that plays in our hearts, a melody 
of love and warmth that will enable us 
to shatter the walls of hatred and alien-
ation that separate us and cause all the 
suffering in our world. All we have to 
do is desire to reveal this melody among 
us. Today, more than ever before, the 
time and the conditions are just right.

This approach has brought us to 
a sorry place, and now world leaders 
are scurrying to mend the situation by 
instituting fairer policies, such as “I’ll 
scratch your back if you’ll scratch mine.” 
However, even if we follow this business 
model, even if we stop lying to each other 
and start doing “honest business,” it still 
won’t help. Globalization has brought 
us to a point where we are like cells in 
a body. We have become so intercon-
nected that it is useless to do honest busi-
ness and to create fair global government 
or a global bank just to save our necks, 
with the same egoistic calculations in the 
driver’s seat.

Yet, this is exactly what the world’s 
political and economic leaders – the G20 
- are doing: discussing the creation of a 
joint, global regulation system. Unfortu-
nately, this will not solve the present eco-
nomic crisis because the real problem is 
that we have violated Nature’s all-inclusive 
law. Our systems mustn’t only be based 
on fair policies, agreements and honesty; 
they must also operate as elements of a 
single system where we consider others as 
important as we consider ourselves.

Kabbalah cautions us that if we con-
tinue building our systems on egoistic 
laws – even the most open and honest 
ones, following the rule, “What’s yours 
is yours and what’s mine is mine,” the 
system will not work and we will face an 
even greater turmoil.

IN a GloBalIzEd 
World, thE rulES 

havE chaNGEd
Globalization means that we are discov-
ering our interconnection as parts of a 
single, global system. As such, we must 
realize that everything is collective, and 
the only way to survive is for everyone to 
care for everybody else. The only things 
that should be considered “personal” 
are those necessary for an individual’s 
existence, while everything else should 
be the property of all humankind – nat-
ural resources, goods and production, 
education, health care, and everything 
else. Until we begin to act this way, the 
crises will not end, and no matter how 
hard we try to set things right with our 
egoistic logic, we will continue to suffer 
one crisis after another.

Kabbalah explains that nature now 
treats us as a single integral system that 
follows the law of absolute interconnec-
tion of all its parts. No one can escape 
this law, just as we cannot escape the 
law of gravity. Essentially, this is the 
ancient Biblical principle of “Love thy 
neighbor as thyself.”

One might object that “by doing fair 
business with others, I already follow 
this principle.” So what’s the problem? 
The fact is, even if we create a rational 
system of interaction between differ-

ent countries following the principle, 
“What’s mine is mine and what’s yours 
is yours,” this will create an even greater 
crisis. Why? Because in doing so, we are 
still trying to profit from our intercon-
nection. Instead of correcting our use 
of egoism, we will be increasing it. 

As a result, a crisis will arise show-
ing what happens when we try to find a 
way “around” Nature. Such a crisis will 
be stronger and more severe than the 
current one in order to teach us what 
not to do.

a SmartEr path
What does Kabbalah suggest we do in-
stead? It says that we should envision 
our future form of existence: the func-
tioning of the system of humanity as 
one integral body. Then, we should im-
mediately put this vision into practice 
to the best of our ability.

This does not mean we can settle 
for simply instituting fair distribution. 
What we can do is accept the principle 
of “what’s mine is mine and what’s yours 
is yours” as a first step, while at the same 
time launching an intensive education 
effort, in order to teach humanity the 
laws of our coexistence. This will help 
people discover that our society is a 
single body, encouraging them to act ac-
cordingly. Only then will we be on the 
right path, shifting to one of correction, 
and we will then immediately see the al-

leviation of our suffering.

The great 20th century Kabbalist, 
Rav Yehuda Ashlag, offers this parable: 
We have lost our way in the desert and 
don’t know where to go. Now that we’ve 
used up all our strength, we’ve realized 
that it was impossible to avoid wandering 
in the desert. And now we are discovering 
the path that we must walk. At the end of 
the path lies a castle full of all the good-
ness in the world.

We are desperate, ready to give up, but 
all of a sudden, we receive a map from 
the people who can see everything from 
above. If we just agree and change our at-
titude to the world, we will discover that 
the whole world was created for this path, 
and we will suddenly find the strength to 
reach the goal.

Hence, the most practical solution 
today is to find out about the world we 
live in to learn about how to exist in 
an integral system where we are “all in 
one boat.” In this boat, the salvation of 
all depends on each individual. Because 
we live in a global ecology and a global 
human society, we must learn how to 
properly incorporate ourselves into this 
system, where we will all care for each 
other.

Do not be surprised if I mix together the well-being of a particular collective with the well-being of the whole world, 

because we have already come to such a degree that the whole world is considered one collective and one society. ,,
kabbalist Yehuda ashlag (Baal haSulam), Peace in the world

,,

It would be better for us to take the law of development into our own hands, for then we will rid ourselves of any torment 

that the developmental history has in store for us.,,

,,

kabbalist Yehuda ashlag (Baal haSulam), Peace in the world

a Wall of Hope

the wisdom of Kabbalah and pink floyd have 
something in common: they like to break walls. 
but unlike the boys from london, Kabbalah tells us 
how to break through our inner wall and why this 

breakthrough is possible now more than ever

by Asaf Ohayon

KabbalaH: 
User ManUal

WHat’s it all aboUt?
Although we often feel like isolated individuals and see a world of 

schisms, Kabbalists say that we are all interconnected and interdependent. 
Much like the cells of a living body, we are all parts of a single entity called 
“the collective soul.”

Our individual souls are bound together by an Upper Force that can 
only be described as complete, unconditional love and bestowal. This force 
not only connects us together, but all other parts of Creation as well – it is 
Nature’s all inclusive force, “the Creator.”

Those who have developed the ability to perceive this force and the col-
lective human soul are called “Kabbalists.” They explain that this ability 
lies within every one of us, but remains dormant until we develop it. And 
from their perspective, it is evident that in the coming phase of human 
evolution, all people will discover that they are united, will connect to the 
Upper Force that unites them, and will thereby find true happiness.

To help us get there, Kabbalists gave us the wisdom of Kabbalah – a 
method by which we can develop our ability to perceive humanity’s collec-
tive soul, and connect to the Creator – the Upper Force that enlivens the 
whole of Creation.

freqUently asKed qUestions
Q: What is the relationship between kabbalah, red strings and holy 
water?

a: There is no relation whatsoever. Red strings, holy water and other 
products are a lucrative commercial invention created in the past two 
decades.   

Q: Is kabbalah a religion?

a: No. Kabblah is a science – the physics of the overall reality.  It is a 
wisdom that reveals the comprehensive reality that is normally hidden 
from our senses.  

Q: Is kabbalah related to tarot cards, astrology and numerology?

a: No. Tarot cards, astrology and numerology are mystical practices 
which were mistakenly associated with Kabbalah during the past one 
hundred years. 

Q: What is kabbalistic meditation?

a: There is no Kabbalistic meditation. Kabbalah teaches a person how 
to transcend egoism and connect to the quality that prevails in Nature 
– unconditional love and bestowal.

Q: are there any amulets in kabbalah?

a: No. In our world, there are no physical objects that bear any spiritual 
contents. Amulets can only help a person as a psychological support. 

4continued from page 1  

tHis is not
KabbalaH
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Since the dawn of time, man has 
been driven to explore his world. 
Whether it is the exploration of 

the New World in the 15th century or 
the search for life on Mars in the 21st, 
the unknown beckons us with infinite 
possibilities. Our exploration not only 
diverts us from the mundane concerns 
by engaging our imagination with 
thoughts of what might be, but also 
promises a brighter future and answers 
to our deepest questions.

Ever since we conquered the secrets 
of the readily accessible world, explora-
tion has become the domain of scien-
tists peering into the macro and micro 
worlds. The far reaches of outer space 
and the inner workings of the tiniest 
physical particles are the only places left 
in our world where we can “boldly go 
where no man has gone before,” as Star 
Trek states repeatedly.

thE SuBatomIc 
partIclE accElErator 

– a NEW ScIENtIfIc tool
This time, however, rather than seek-
ing to explore new territory, scientists 
are driven by the desire to unlock the 
secrets of the universe and of our very 
existence: Where did the universe come 
from? What are the building blocks of 
matter? Is there more to life than what 
we currently experience? Are there un-
discovered principles of nature?

The Large Hadron Collider (LHC), 
located near Geneva, Switzerland, has 

been designed to answer these ques-
tions and more. This gigantic, 27 ki-
lometer (16.75 mile)-long instrument 
can accelerate subatomic particles to 
99.999999% of the speed of light .The 8 
billion dollar project is a collaboration 
of over 10,000 scientists and engineers 
from over 100 countries. It also brings 
together hundreds of universities and 
laboratories worldwide that hope that 
they will be able to generate and study 
subatomic particles that, until now, 
were no more than theory.

An experiment called ALICE (A 
Large Ion Collider Experiment) aims to 
answer questions about the origin of the 
universe by recreating - on a miniscule 
level - the conditions of less than a mil-
lionth of a second after the Big Bang. 
ATLAS (A Torroidal LHC ApparatuS) 
and CMS (Compact Muon Solenoid) 
will investigate the possibility of other 
dimensions existing outside of our per-
ception of space, time, and motion.

In fact, the science of Kabbalah in-
vestigates these very questions, but its 
scientific method dates back thousands 
of years and uses a radically different 
method of experimentation.

SamE QuEStIoNS, 
dIffErENt rESEarch 

mEthodS
Several centuries of conventional sci-
entific research have resulted in vast 
amounts of data, but each discovery 
generates new questions. These point to 

the need for yet higher levels of knowl-
edge before any phenomenon can be 
fully grasped. Scientists now recognize 
that their research is leading them to 
a primary source of influence that lies 
outside our world, requiring a drasti-
cally different method of investigation

For thousands of years, Kabbalists 
have written that the greater part of re-
ality, and the answers to the major ques-
tions of life, lie in a dimension beyond 
the physical world, called “the Upper 
World.” This dimension contains the 
origin of everything that exists in our 
world: every atom, cell, and organism. 
It contains the causes of every phenom-
enon in our world, as well as laws of 
nature that are imperceptible to us in 
the physical world (similar to the way 
electromagnetism was unknown to 
us in the past). There are no material 
objects in the Upper Worlds, but only 
forces that affect us and our world.

Furthermore, there is a precise and 
definite connection between every force 
in the Upper World (the cause) and its 
consequence (the effect) in our world. 
Thus, to study and thoroughly under-
stand any object or phenomenon in our 
world, we must start by understanding 
the laws and causes that operate in 
the Upper World,. Then, we can trace 
their influences downward to see how 
they impact us in this world, allowing 
us to see the source and essence of all 
the complex behaviors and phenomena 
that baffle us today.

thE BouNdarY 
BEtWEEN thE WorldS

While it is possible to perceive the con-
nections when looking from the Upper 
World into ours, it is impossible to do 
the reverse. However, the scientists of 
our world are trying to do just that – to 
research non-physical causes and influ-
ences from our physical world. With 
the prolonged stalemate of physics and 
other physical sciences, scientists are on 
their way to recognizing that studying 
the non-physical realm is simply beyond 
their reach.

It is similar to someone trying to find 
his way through an enormous maze, 
where there appears to be no rhyme 
or reason to the different pathways 
through the maze. For someone look-
ing at the maze from above, however, 
the picture is clear: dead ends, hazards, 
and the path to the exit become obvi-
ous. Kabbalists have found the way to 
rise above the maze of our world, while 
scientists are still trying to navigate it 
from within.

Hence, the scientists of this world 
will not be able to find their way to the 
Upper World by earthly methods be-
cause there is an impenetrable bound-
ary between our world and the Upper 
World. As researchers approach this 
boundary, they are discovering that 
the “unknowns” in their experiments 
exceed the “knowns.”

thE NExt StEp for 
ScIENcE: rESEarch 

throuGh thE                    
SIx SENSE

But, one might ask, how then did the 
Kabbalists discover the Upper World? 
The answer is, they did it by developing 
a unique method that enables human 
perception to surpass our normal abili-
ties, the five senses we were born with. 
This method allows us to gradually 
perceive through an additional, sixth 
sense – a sense that perceives the non-
physical and primary part of reality – 
the Upper World.

However, such perception can 
never be attained through our inborn 
five senses. Even if scientists magnify 
the five senses to super-human levels 
with such high-tech instruments as the 
Large Hadron Collider, the difference 
between the data revealed and our 
natural sensory capabilities is merely 
quantitative rather than qualitative. The 
instruments simply transform macro 
and micro measurements, and various 
physical frequencies, into a range that 
we can understand and interpret with 
our normal five senses and our earthly 
minds. Therefore, these instruments 
will never be able to encounter and tell 
us about the Upper World, the realm 
beyond this world.

On the other hand, projects like the 
Large Hadron Collider show that sci-
entists are asking the right questions: 
Where did we come from? Why are we 
here? What are the forces that control 
our world? 

The problem is, they’re looking for 
answers in the wrong places. Once sci-
ence has exhausted all avenues of re-
search in the physical world, it will be 
ready to experiment with the scientific 
method of Kabbalah and try a vastly 
new approach to researching reality. 
Then, scientists will surely discover 
new frontiers and find the answers that 
the world so desperately needs in this 
turbulent day and age.

N o one knows what will happen 
to the economy a second from 
now. Experts create the most 

complicated models to try to predict 
the future based on past experience, 
but even the most precise statistics are 
just “icing on the cake,” distracting us 
from the uncertainty that weighs down 
on us. More and more, leading econom-
ic analysts conclude their articles with a 
hint: as long as the global markets are 
uncertain, don’t bet on the future.

What’s really the problem? Can’t we 
predict what will happen to the systems 
that we have created? Experts say: “The 
problem is a combination of too many 
factors.” However, there is a clearer ex-
planation: the system can no longer con-
tinue working as a circular firing squad. 
Today, in the age of turbo-globalization, 
you can’t sneeze without the entire sys-
tem coughing right back at you. 

When Fortune magazine asked Alan 
Greenspan, Chairman of the US Federal 
Reserve System for nearly twenty years, 
“What’s going on in the capital mar-
kets?” his response was: “It’s essentially 
part of innate human nature.” He went 
on to explain, “We have done this time 
and time again. … human nature being 
what it is … we get the type of markets we 
have been observing ...” (By the way, he 
said this back in September 2007.) 

However, the problem has grown even 
bigger now because our situation has 
changed dramatically: for the first time 
in history, we have all become an inte-
gral system, one whole. This is why none 
of the old methods – such as regulation – 
are helping us. We have no choice but to 
bring our world to equivalence with the 
new reality. Instead of repeating the old 
mistakes, let’s use successful, time-tested 
models as an example. If we look, we will 
find many wonderful examples of inte-
gration and true reciprocity in nature.

thE WISdom of 
NaturE

Take the human body. It is completely 
dependent on the altruistic behavior of 
its cells. Each cell works to benefit the 
organism, keeping only what it needs to 
continue performing its function. In fact, 
we are speaking about a law of nature, 
because every natural system depends 
on the correct interaction of its parts. As 
soon as one cell starts harming the or-
ganism instead of benefiting it, the rest 
of the cells unite to help the organism 
and bring the system back to balance.

Our relationships in the social and 
business realms must operate by the 

same laws of nature. The problem is that 
right now they do not, hence our present 
crisis. Baal HaSulam, the great Kabbal-
ist of the previous century, wrote: “Every 
person who breaks the laws of nature de-
viates from the goal which nature has set 
for him, and hence nature will punish 
him mercilessly.”

There are no appeals in nature’s 
court. Unfortunately, rather than follow 
nature’s laws, we live by the motto: “Get 
rich and be bold – no matter at whose 
expense.” This is what our inner voice 
whispers to us, and we gladly obey it. And 
this is where the problem lies. Imagine 
what would happen if one cell suddenly 
“changed its mind” and started caring 
only for itself. Doctors call it “cancer.” 
Similarly, our present crisis is a symptom 
of an illness that needs treatment. 

hoW dId WE GEt 
caNcEr, aNd WhErE IS 

thE curE?
As soon as humanity ceased being a 
collection of separate individuals and 
became a single system, it immediately 
started being governed by the corre-
sponding laws – the laws of single, in-

tegral systems. We are no longer “for-
given” for the things that we could get 
away with before. Continuing to live the 
old way is like jumping off the roof of a 
skyscraper and hoping for the best. The 
rules of the game have changed: now, 
instead of using one another the way 
separate individuals do, we have to take 

care of everyone like the elements of an 
interconnected system. And until we do 
it, the crises will continue.

There is an effective method that 
can help us ease the process of chang-
ing: social opinion. Everything will be-
come much easier when communication 
channels, the press, mass media, and the 
internet will explain to people that we 
are all parts of one system. In such an ar-
rangement, one individual’s loss is every-
one’s loss, and the gain of an individual 
is everyone’s gain.

The way billions of dollars are being 
poured into the economy today is like 
pumping a critically ill person with pain 
relievers. Instead, we must change our 
approach at the root, replacing the “I” 
that currently stands at the center of our 
worldview, with “the society.” However, 
this society will not be a mass of separate 
elements, but a family.

a pErfEct World
Just imagine: everyone around you are 
your closest relatives, and you sincerely 
wish all of them to be happy. You help 
them all, and they feel and behave simi-
larly towards you. In addition, we receive 
all the assistance necessary to maintain 
such a lifestyle from our financial insti-
tutions.

This is the way to attain balance with 
nature. The laws operating in a loving 
family are the very laws that we are now 
breaking – those of a single, integral, 
and perfect system. Once we learn these 
laws and start following them, we will 
cease being at odds with nature, and it, 
in turn, will reward us with prosperous 
social and economic systems.  

If man uses science to study nature as Godliness, then it is the wisdom of Kabbalah. However, if man deals with science in 

order to fill his ego, then this is human wisdom.,,
kabbalist Yehuda ashlag (Baal haSulam), The Future Generation

,,

How can we even try to ease one's mind by promising him equality with all the people?  For nothing is further from 

human nature that that, since one's sole inclination is to soar higher, above the collective.,,
rav Yehuda ashlag (Baal haSulam), Peace in the World

,,

by Mike Kellog

by Riggan Shilstone

exploration has taken mankind to new continents and 
far-off planets. now a gigantic underground particle 
collider will attempt to explore the deepest mysteries 
of the universe. the billion-dollar question is: will it 
succeed, or mark the end of science as we know it?

in searcH of 
neW frontiers

tHe cHanGinG 
natUre of HUManity

most of us are beginning to notice that something 
is different about the world: it is “shrinking into a 
small village” before our very eyes. but what most 
of us don’t see as easily is that the rules of our 

interactions have also changed
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As long as you refuse to take upon yourselves the work of bestowal, then nature and its laws will stand ready to take 

revenge and will not let go until we accept its authority in whatever it commands.,,
kabbalist Yehuda ashlag (Baal haSulam), The Peace

,,

Evil is nothing more than self love, called egoism, since it is opposite in form to the Creator, who hasn't any will to receive 

for Himself, but only to bestow.,,
kabbalist Yehuda ashlag (Baal haSulam), The Essence of Religion and Its Purpose

,,

THE MOUSE TRAP
KABBALAH TODAY

THE MOUSE TRAP
A little mouse learns a big secret about life, which can help us all
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by Chaim Ratz

by Joy Blumenfeld

A 
mouse looked through a 
crack in the wall and saw 
the farmer and his wife open 

a package. “What food might this 
contain?” the mouse wondered. 
But when it was opened, he was 
devastated to discover it was a 
mousetrap.

Retreating to the farmyard, the mouse proclaimed the warning, 
“There is a mousetrap in the house! There is a mousetrap in the 
house!”

The chicken clucked and scratched, raised her head and said, 
“Mr. Mouse, I can tell this is a grave concern to you, but it is of no 
consequence to me. I cannot be bothered by it.”

The mouse turned to the sheep and told him, “There is a mouse-
trap in the house! There is a mousetrap in the house!” The sheep 
sympathized, by saying, “I am so very sorry, Mr. Mouse.” Then he 
added, “However, there is nothing I can do about it but pray. Be as-
sured you are in my prayers.”

The mouse turned to the cow and said, “There is a mousetrap in 
the house! There is a mousetrap in the house!” The cow said, “Wow, 
Mr. Mouse. I’m sorry for you, but it’s no skin off my nose.”

Disappointed, the mouse returned to the house, head down and 
dejected, to face the farmer’s mousetrap alone.

That very night, a sound was heard in the house - like the sound 
of a mousetrap catching its prey.

The farmer’s wife rushed to see what was caught, but in the 

darkness, she did not see it was a venomous snake whose tail was 
caught by the trap. Suddenly, the snake bit the farmer’s wife.

The farmer rushed her to the hospital for help, but when she 
returned home she had a fever.

Everyone knows that the best way to treat a fever is with fresh 
chicken soup, so the farmer took his hatchet to the farmyard to get 
the soup’s main ingredient.

But his wife’s sickness continued, so friends and neighbors came 
to sit with her around the clock. To feed them all, the farmer had to 
butcher the sheep.

Still, the farmer’s wife did not get well and one day, she died. So 
many people came to her funeral that the farmer had to slaughter 
his cow to provide enough meat for everyone.

Meanwhile, the mouse looked upon it all from his crack in the 
wall, shaking his head sadly.

So, the next time you hear someone 
is facing a problem and think it doesn’t 
concern you, remember: when one of us is 
threatened, we are all at risk.

We are all involved in this journey 
called Life. We must keep an eye out 
for one another and make an extra ef-
fort to support each other.

each of us is a vital thread in another 
person’s tapestry; our lives are woven 
together for a reason.

t he financial collapse is inevita-
ble. In a profit-oriented society, 
someone will always gain and 

someone will always lose. And because 
those who gain become more powerful, 
it is easy for them to gain more: more 
money and more power, at the expense 
of others. This trend exists in all soci-
eties on earth, hence the majority of 
wealth and power is always concentrat-
ed in the hands of a small minority.

It would be reasonable to assume 
that this social deformation is a result 
of corrupt people, regime, or social 
structure. But the fact remains that 
whatever the regime, whatever the so-
cial structure, and whomever the peo-
ple in power, they all perpetuate the 
same basic pattern by which a small, 

wealthy, and powerful minority con-
trols the destiny of the majority.

thE challENGE of thE 
NoN-profIt SocIEtY

This brings up the question: “Can we 
create a just and sustainable social struc-
ture that is not based on the desire for 
profit?” The answer is “No.” The desire 
for profit is inherent in human nature; 
it is the underlying motivation behind 
everything we do.

In truth, the desire for profit is an-
other way of asking, “What’s in it for 
me?” Without some gain, we would not 
be able to lift a finger, much less create 
a sustainable social structure. In fact, 
the desire to gain, and especially the 
desire for superiority is so inherent in 

us, it seems as though there is a Divine 
conspiracy here, a built-in structure, 
devised in such a way that we cannot 
defeat it because it is our very nature.

If you examine the writings of con-
temporary Kabbalists such as Baal 
HaSulam and others, you will find 
that they’ve all acknowledged this co-
nundrum and have been pointing out 
this inherent flaw in human nature 
for centuries. Moreover, Baal HaSulam 
stated that if we do not find an alterna-
tive motive for action, we will end up 
in total chaos. The resulting political 
turmoil will produce fascist regimes, 
and the consequent collisions between 
countries will culminate in a third and 
even a fourth nuclear world war. 

While these predictions seemed far-
fetched when they were first written, 
about 60 years ago, today they seem far 
too likely for us to brush them off.

SharING thE WEalth
The crisis, according to Kabbalah, is 
not in the breakdown of the monetary 
system. The crisis is simply a symptom 
of our inherent self-centered nature. 
Therefore, the solution to all crises, in-
cluding the current one, is to change 
our nature from profit-oriented to shar-
ing-oriented.

If we could just change our orienta-
tion from self-benefit to collective-bene-
fit, we could not only create a naturally 
collaborative society, but the collective 
itself would guarantee the well-being 
of every individual within it. In other 
words, we would not have to fend for 
ourselves; the whole of society would 
do that for us, and we, in turn, would 
do so for the whole of society.

In such a society, all regulating 
mechanisms, armed forces, law enforce-
ment, and tax collection will be redun-
dant. Crime will not exist because no 

one will want to hurt another person. 
On the contrary, people will wish only 
to share and give. Naturally, a huge 
amount of resources and people will be 
freed to engage in socially beneficial en-
terprises. Within a few years, the world 
will be so profoundly different that we 
will look back to our former days of ex-
ploiting others in disbelief, marveling 
at how blind we once were!

maN: uNIQuE IN thE 
uNIvErSE

To change human nature from inher-
ently egotistical to inherently integral, 
we need a method that is unrelated to 
us and not subsidiary to our current 
selfish modus operandi. This is where 
the wisdom of Kabbalah comes to our 
aid. Kabbalah is a science that shows 
how the already-existing integral struc-
tures in nature apply to individuals 
and to human society at large.

In the whole of nature, humans are 
the only self-centered being. Atoms, 
molecules, cells, and organs all collabo-
rate in greater systems than themselves. 
So do plants and animals. Everything 
in nature is perfectly fitted to its place 
in the system - except man.

You might ask, “Then why were we 
built in contrast to the system to be-
gin with?” The answer is, “There is no 
other way to learn about a system while 
you are in it.”

The purpose of our lives is not to 
dominate others, but to understand 
and become consciously integrated in 
the inclusive nature through caring 
for others as we care for ourselves. The 
wisdom of Kabbalah is the wisdom of 
integration. Its techniques allow us to 
gradually learn our place in the uni-
verse. Step by step, it ushers us towards 
integrating with it. 

tHe divine 
conspiracy

if nature were oriented toward self-benefit as 
we humans are, our bodies would instantly 

disintegrate. instead, nature is inherently altruistic, 
and this is what enables life. but if nature is 
altruistic for its own benefit, why aren’t we?

Lately there are so many “bad” things happen-
ing in the world – bad economies, natural di-

sasters, terrorists, wars, and so on. We all wish 
that things would just be “good” already – good 
weather, good bank accounts, a good, peaceful 
planet, and so forth. 

The masterpieces or literature and art ex-
plore the drama of the opposing forces of good 
and evil (remember Swan Lake?). To most of us, 
there’s no question that good and evil are oppo-
sites, two extremes.  

However, as unlikely as it may be, good and 
evil only appear to be opposites! Beyond our lim-
ited perception of these two forces, they actually 
share the same spiritual root, because the root 
of everything in existence is the one, unique 

Creator. This root can only be described as the 
single force that governs everything, a force of 
absolute bestowal and love. 

Only we, human beings, perceive this force 
dually, depending on whether we are with it or 
against it. Being “with it” means that our atti-
tudes match the attitude of this force. When we 
adopt an attitude of love and bestowal for all 
people, we become attuned to the unique root 
of nature and can feel it the way it really is – true 
perfection. When we are “against it” – when 
our attitude is egoistic and self-centered – we 
perceive this unique root as the exact opposite, 
cruel and harsh. The choice is always ours.

WHat is tHe spiritUal root of Good and evil?
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About bnei baruch
Bnei  Baruch is  a  non-prof i t  organizat ion 
committed to shar ing the wisdom of  Kab-
ba lah in  order to ra ise humankind ’s  leve l 
o f  sp ir i tua l i ty .  I ts  founder and pres ident , 
Kabbal ist  Rav Michael  La i tman,  PhD, 
was the d isc ip le  and personal  ass istant 
to  Rabbi  Baruch Ashlag ,  son of  Rabbi 
Yehuda Ashlag (author of  the Sulam  (Lad-
der)  commentary  on The Book of  Zohar ) .

Bnei  Baruch prov ides ind iv iduals  of  a l l 
fa i ths ,  re l ig ions ,  and cu l tures with the 
prec ise too ls  they wi l l  need to embark 
on a fasc inat ing journey of  se l f -d iscovery 
and sp ir i tua l  ascent .  I ts  teaching method 
focuses pr imar i l y  on the inner processes 
that  people exper ience,  each at  h is  or 
her own pace.

In  recent  years ,  a  massive wor ld -
wide search for  the answers to l i fe ’s 
quest ions has been ga in ing momentum. 
Society  has lost  i ts  ab i l i t y  to  perceive 
rea l i ty  as i t  is ,  and in  i ts  p lace,  superf i -
c ia l  and often mis leading concepts have 
appeared.  Bnei  Baruch reaches out  to  a l l 
those who are seek ing awareness beyond 
the ord inary ,  who wish to understand 
the ir  true purpose for  be ing here .

Bnei  Baruch’s  approach to under -
standing our exper ience of  l i fe  on earth 
is  both pract ica l  and re l iab le .  By study ing 
Ashlag ’s  method,  based on authent ic 
wr i t ings ,  we can overcome the tr ia ls  of 
everyday l i fe ,  and in i t iate a process by 
which we wi l l  move beyond our present 
boundar ies and l imitat ions .

In  addi t ion to Kabbalah Today ,  

Bnei  Baruch of fers a var iety  of  avenues 
for  further study .  Among them are :  
Kabbalah TV (www.kab.tv ) ,  the 
Onl ine Kabbalah Educat ion Center              
(www.arionl ine. info ) ,  
and www.kabbalah. info ,  the largest , 
most  comprehensive Kabbalah s i te  on 
the Internet .

Bnei  Baruch welcomes people of  a l l 
ages and l i festy les to engage in  th is  re -
warding process.

About Kabbalah Today
In  1940,  Kabbal ist  Rabbi  Yehuda Ashlag 
(Baal  HaSulam) publ ished the f i rst  and, 
as i t  turned out ,  the last  issue of  h is 
Kabbalah paper HaUma (The Nation ) .  I ts 
a im was to introduce the ancient  wisdom 
of  Kabbalah in  a  contemporary  sty le  and 
language.  The paper was shut  down by 
the Br i t ish Mandate author i t ies after 
hav ing received mal ic ious (and fa lse) 
in format ion that  the journal  propagated 
communism.  Neverthe less ,  the goals  for 
which The Nation  was publ ished are even 
more va l id  today than ever .

Kabbalah Today  cont inues the sp ir i t  o f 
The Nation .  I t  is  a  Kabbalah paper that 
shares the ancient  wisdom of  Kabbalah 
in  a  contemporary  sty le ,  and a ims to 
reach people from a l l  walks of  l i fe .  I ts 
sect ions prov ide readers with a wide 
var iety  of  content ,  presented in  d i f ferent 
sty les and approaches,  whi le  guarantee-
ing that  the mater ia l  is  true to authent ic 
Kabbalah texts such as The Book of 
Zohar ,  The Tree of  Li fe ,  and the wr i t ings 

of  Rabbi  Yehuda Ashlag .
No pr ior  knowledge is  required to 

read Kabbalah Today.
I t  is  our hope that  you wi l l  en joy  read-

ing Kabbalah Today  as much as we en joy 
making i t .

S incere ly ,
Kabbalah Today editor ia l  staf f

I f  you wish to share your comments 
and feedback with us ,  p lease wr i te  to : 

info@kabbalah. info
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Since the Will of the Creator is to grant each human being a free will, then the concealment of the 
Creator from His creations is necessary. Only if He is hidden can we argue that we can aspire of our free 
will to attach ourselves to the Creator—to act for His sake, without any trace of self-interest.

The entire process of self-correction is possible only when the Creator is concealed from us. As soon 
as He reveals Himself to us, we immediately become His servants and fall under the control of His 
thought, grandeur and power.

At that point, it is impossible to determine what our true thoughts are. Thus, in order to allow us to 
act freely, the Creator has to conceal Himself.

On the other hand, to give us a chance to break free from the blind slavery of egoism, the Creator 
must reveal Himself. This is so because a human being obeys only two forces in this world: the force of 
egoism—the body, and the force of the Creator—altruism.

It follows, then, that the alternation of the two states is necessary. These states are the concealment 
of the Creator from us when we perceive only ourselves and the egoistic forces governing us, and the 
revelation of the Creator when we feel the power of the spiritual forces.

In order for one who is still under the influence of egoism to perceive the closest Upper Object (the 
Creator), the Creator must equalize some of His qualities with those of the lower being—the person 
seeking a connection with the Creator.

He will endow some of His altruistic qualities with egoistic attributes, and can then come into bal-
ance with the person seeking connection with Him.

from the zohar – annotations to the ashlaG Commentary

concealMent and revelation of tHe creator

www.kabbalahbooks.info


